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t"T3'.n UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION IX

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

AU6 I I 1990

Honorabl_e Sam Farr
U.S. House of Representatives
House Office euiiAing
Washington, D.C. ZO5fS

Dear Mr. Farr:

Thank you for your t:n"i:I_o{.Ju1y, 25, -1996, on behalf ofyour constituent, nd tobin, regarding ine clu;;-6.Eur. Managementfr13";oii3"3"fi:':rfi:ir;rri*r#:il#: ;. vour le*ei, rny siarr
The Environmental protecl_i_ol Agency (EpA) has reviewed theBureau of Land lranaq;me"i; 

" (Frul oi"ii 
"no f inar Envi.ronmentalrmpact statements tnrsf 

-ior 
the cr"..-c.eek.Management Area. weexpressed serious objections to the propoged alt6rnative in thedrafr Ers because it-wouio ;.g; n.,i"fi't"arth risks in the area'from exposure-19 

"guu;;;;; a r.r.o*n'numan carcinog,en, as welr ascontj-nued impacrs ro ,;a;;, quality, *it:, and iliil" biorogicalresources - we also requeste-d th;i'tiJ*rirrur Ers inciuoe asignificant amount ot a'JJitionai-i.rioimation. gpon review of thefinat Ers, we expressed seriou;-.;;;;iiorr" to the revisedproposed alternative, wni-cn appea.i to-rr".ru the potential to be;I:;"l35"ri"Iii'li:?i"* +v 
o"*56i"s"thl"' in" pl" t5;;;; ar. rernar ive

your letter i-ndicates that it is Mr. Tobin,s understandinothat, because the ""[;;i;;.r: l.Iy.Jiry'occu*in9, ir is harnr6ssto humans. Asbestos, -"r.i"r. comprise"-i gro,rp of -naturarly_occurring minerals, 1s 
"-k.r-o*, lrr*".,-..rcinogen. fn fact,studies have shown'that-jnaiiu.t 

"ip"!ii" to-asnesios from nearbyTi::33"3;t::i:::".J:d;: 
*ro' 

people' r.i-,i,'s near mines) has red ro
Al-so according to your letter, Mr. Tobin suggests that EpA1s refusins .:_?1.16r-?"i";i"leci-i"_;;;"eed 

because of rhepresence of asbestos in-tire area. B-pA,s ror-e ir.-i"rri"wing andcommenti-ng on ErSs, pursuant to trre-llational gr.,ri.o.rientar por-icvAct, is srric*v 
"a"I;;;;:' Howevei,-'iu-oo not ber_ieve rhar theclear creek Management Aiea_i" urr"upprJpr:_ate location for off_road vehicre recieation because trie'aci'ivity results i_ndegradation of "i. ""d-'*Ii". quatiiv, -pJ"i"q h"*"i-i"ur-ti, risks,
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as wel-1 as impacts to soir-s and unique biorogical resources.
Representatives from our t*g agencies wir_r be meeting in thenear future to di-scuss, and hoper"riv--i.so1ve, the many issuesrelated to management of the cr-ear cieek Management Area. ourJune 3, 7996 comment letter on BLM's final- Ers is enclosed shouldyou wish additionar details concerni-ng EpA's position on theissues in question.

You have indicated that Mr. Tobin would like to know whatBLMrs positi-on is with regard to this situatlon and that he would].rk: a copy of the managefrent plan ror-crear creek. r recommendthat Mr- Tobin contact irre en{'oire-iiy-to ascertain theirposition and to request copies or peiiLnent documents such as thefinal- EIS.

I trust this information will- be helpfulyour constituent'|s concerns. rf we can-ub otplease cal-l *y_99.gressiona1 Liaison Oiti.u.,ar (415) 144-1560. -

in respondinq to
further assistance,
Catherine Roberts,

.""->r/

t4,42( -,L..r '/ " ,
ueLifia ylarcv{
Regional Administrator

Enclosure

Yours


